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History of Bradley University 
 

Bradley University was founded by Lydia Moss Bradley as the Bradley Polytechnic 

Institute in 1897.  Bradley University has had a rich, documented history.  For detailed 

information about the University, the following references would provide that history: 

 

 FORGOTTEN ANGEL  The Story of Lydia Moss Bradley 

  Written by Allen A. Upton 

 

 FOUNDING OF BRADLEY   

Undergraduate Catalog     

 

Some additional facts about the University: 

 Mrs. Bradley in 1896 donated 17.5 acres of land and funds for two buildings, the 

largest endowment of any university in Illinois except the University of Chicago 

 Red and white were selected as the official school colors in 1897 

 Oct. 4, 1897 was the first day of classes at Bradley Polytechnic Institute 

 The first alumni publication, Bradley News, was issued in 1922 

 Parents’ Day was first held in 1927 

 Bradley’s men’s basketball team was invited to the NIT in 1938 

 Graduate courses were first offered in 1945 

 The name of the institution was changed to Bradley University in 1946 

 Bradley’s first honorary degree was awarded to Illinois Governor Adlai Stevenson 

in 1949; other recipients have included Richard M. Nixon, Arthur Godfrey, Larry 

King, Coretta Scott King, Charlie Steiner, Betty Friedan, Bill Cosby and General 

John M. Shalikashvili 

 Bradley Hall was gutted by fire on January 12, 1963 

 A four-member Bradley team became undefeated champions on the nationally 

televised General Electric College Bowl program in 1969 

 Bradley was selected as the nation’s Outstanding Institutional Advising Program 

among private universities emphasizing undergraduate education by the American 

College Testing Program and the National Academic Advising Association in 

1985 

 A “Dorm of the Future” program began in 1986 with networked computers 

 The first of two colleges were named in honor of generous benefactors to 

Bradley:  Foster College of Business Administration (1994) and The Henry 

Pindell Slane College of Communication and Fine Arts (1996) 

 Bradley University proudly celebrated its first 100 years of excellence in higher 

education in 1997 
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Organizational structure 
 

Bradley University has had nine Presidents since 1897.  The first was Dr. William Rainey 

Harper who was concurrently President of the University of Chicago when Ms. Bradley 

requested that he serve as Bradley’s first President.   

 

Today, Joanne Glasser, Esq. serves as the tenth President of the University.  In her 

cabinet are:  Dr. David Glassman, Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs, Mr. 

Gary Anna, Vice President for Business Affairs, Dr. Alan Galsky, Vice President, 

Student Affairs, Dr. Michael Cross, Athletic Director, and Mr. Pat Vickerman, Vice 

President for Advancement,  

 

Reporting to Provost Glassman are five deans of the academic colleges, Chuck Ruch, 

Associate Provost for Information Resources and Technology, Ms. Kathie Beaty, 

Registrar, and Ms. Janet Lange, Executive Director of Continuing Education and 

Professional Development, Jennifer Gruening, Director, Institutional Improvement, 

Barbara Galik, Executive Director, Library 

 

The five deans of the undergraduate colleges are:  Dr. Robert Scott, Interim Dean, Foster 

College of Business Administration, Dr. Joan Sattler, Dean, College of Education and 

Health Sciences, Dr. Richard Johnson, Dean, College of Engineering and Technology, 

Dr. Jeff Huberman, Dean, Slane College of Communication and Fine Arts, Dr. Claire 

Etaugh, Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Dr. Alberto Delgado, Interim 

Dean of the Graduate School. 

 

The associate deans for the colleges are:  Dr. Ed Sattler, Foster College of Business 

Administration, Dr. Lori Russell-Chapin, College of Education and Health Sciences, Ms. 

Betty Lawrence, Slane College of Communication and Fine Arts, Dr. Joe Emanuel, 

College of Engineering and Technology, and Dr. Kelly McConnaughay, College of 

Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

 


