Women, Gender, and Sexuality in World Film

Shows are Wednesday evenings at 7 PM in Neumiller lecture hall.  The films last around 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 hours.  Following each showing there will be a brief audience discussion.  Films from non English-speaking countries have English subtitles. 

January 30: King Lear (USSR, 1970, dir. Grigori Kosintsev)

Shakespeare's tragedy of the self-destruction of a family, "opened up" beautifully with great performances.

February 6: Day of Wrath (Denmark, 1943, dir. Carl Theodor Dreyer)
The twisted psychology behind witch hunts is revealed through the story of a young woman in 17th-century Denmark who falls under suspicion.

February 13: Sense and Sensibility (UK, 1995, dir. Ang Lee)
Based on Jane Austen's novel of 1817, this follows the lives of two sisters from an impoverished family in England. One sister is rational, the other emotional, and each is seeking an honorable husband in her own way. 

February 20: Charulata (The Lonely Wife) (India, 1964, dir. Satyajit Ray)
An upper-class Indian woman in the late 19th century and her struggle for personal independence. 

February 27: The Circle (Iran, 2001, Jafar Paniri)
Follows four women as they try to manouver within the oppressive society of present-day Iran. 

March 6: High Tide (Australia, 1988, dir. Gillian Armstrong)
A woman rediscovers her teenage daughter after having left the girl as a baby with her mother-in-law. She must decide whether to reveal her true identity to the girl. A touching meditation on women's complex relationships. 

March 13: Daughters of the Dust (US, 1991, dir. Julie Dash)
This American independent film follows three generations of women in an African-American family in rural South Carolina c. 1900. 

March 27: Special event Women in the Director's Chair
A member of this Chicago-based independent filmmakers' group will present a collection of recent shorts made by women in India, Venezuela, Jamaica, and the U.S.

April 3: DOUBLE FEATURE

A Geisha (Japan, 1952, dir. Kenji Mizoguchi)
A sympathetic portrait of the lives and relationships of prostitutes in Japan.
Shinkjuku Boys (Japan, c. 1998)
A documentary about female transvestites in Japan.

April 10: Don't Tell Anyone (Peru, 1999)
A comedy about a young man in Peru struggling to come to terms with his bisexuality.

April 17: Paragraph 175 (US, 2000, dir. Robert Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman)
This documentary focuses on the persecution of gay German men by the Nazi regime in 1930s Germany. The filmmakers were able to interview some of a handful of survivors, uncovering a little-known aspect of the Third Reich and of gay life in the twentieth century.

April 24: The Legend of Rita (Germany, 2000, dir. Völker Schlöndorff)
Traces the life of a female terrorist in 1970s Germany.

May 1: Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (Taiwan, 2000, dir. Ang Lee)
A great action movie with strong, complex heroines.
A series sponsored by the History Department, Women's Studies Committee, the Office of Multicultural Affairs, the foreign and art film society, the Bradley Feminist Society, and Common Ground.  The series is open to everyone in the Bradley community.
