Bradley University Turner School of Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Mentors on Call Program
Student Guidelines
Introduction
Many accomplished entrepreneurs owe part of their success to a mentor who helped them out along the way.  Mentors are there to answer questions when those answers seem distant.  They push us when we lose momentum, challenge us when we become complacent, and reveal entirely new paths that we never knew existed.
The Bradley University Mentors on Call Program, offered through the Turner School of Entrepreneurship & Innovation, provides seasoned professionals and entrepreneurs to enhance the entrepreneurial capabilities of students.  Mentors in this program volunteer their time to listen to students’ ideas, utilizing their experience to assist students along their entrepreneurial journey.
Students of all majors, from any college, can obtain an entrepreneurial mentor.  The only requirement is that the individual be currently enrolled as a student at Bradley University.   
Why Have a Mentor?
· Secure a trusted confidant with which to share your entrepreneurial plans.
· Get answers to specific questions that will help launch your business (or social) entrepreneurial endeavor.
· Obtain supportive, honest and constructive feedback and encouragement.
· Learn from the work and life experiences of an expert in their field.
· Enhance your networking opportunities with professionals in your chosen field.
· Mentors will have knowledge in specific industries and areas of expertise, so the quality and relevance of the advice will be excellent.
Role of Student
· Be willing to share your ideas and be receptive to feedback from your mentor.
· Be prepared with questions for your mentor.
· Follow through on any action plans jointly developed with your mentor.
· Be proactive in communicating with your mentor.  Do not wait for him/her to initiate the contact.
· Respect the confidentiality of matters discussed.
· Show a willingness to expand your knowledge regarding business.
· Apply classroom knowledge to real world challenges.

Responsibilities of the Student
· Prepare in advance for meetings with your mentor by creating several questions.  Mentors will not know the type of help you need unless you tell them.
· Take the lead on contacting your mentor.  They are very busy, so it may take more than one effort to schedule a meeting.  Be persistent!
· Make efficient use of meeting time by moving your entrepreneurial venture forward.
· All face-to-face meetings need to be held in a campus building or in a public setting.
· Be accountable.  Honor your commitments and keep your word.
· If you choose to end the mentor relationship, first tell the Managing Director.
· Respectful behavior is, of course, always the norm.
· Dress in “business casual” attire, and be punctual.
How Does the Program Work?
To participate in the program, interested students need to complete the Student Application, which is used to match students to the appropriate mentor.  The Application can be obtained on this web page or from the Turner School of Entrepreneurship & Innovation in room 135B, Westlake Hall.  The completed Application should be submitted in person to:
 Ken Klotz, Managing Director, Turner School of Entrepreneurship & Innovation, 141 Jobst Hall.
Potential student participants first meet with the Managing Director of Bradley’s Turner School of Entrepreneurship & Innovation.  The Managing Director will help the student identify areas of interest and assistance they seek from a mentor. The Managing Director matches the student with the mentor whose expertise is most appropriate.
After a mentor match is made, the mentor will be contacted regarding the match and be provided with the contact information of their prospective student.  It is the responsibility of the student to initiate contact with the mentor.
If the student wishes to end the mentor relationship at any time, please email the Managing Director.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For further information, contact Ken Klotz, Managing Director, at (309) 677-4321 or kenk@fsmail.bradley.edu.    
