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The second-floor classrooms of Baker Hall were filled with the 
promise of bright, talented students for a week in June and again  
in August. Rather than 18- to 22-year-olds studying business 
management, accounting, and finance, these students were about 
10 years younger. They were learning about art, math, poetry, 
science, and other disciplines in thematic sessions such as  
“Think…Pop Art,” “Grossology,” “In the Jungle,” and “Junior 
Crime Scene Investigators.”

In June, 138 students enrolled in the World of Wonder (WOW) 
program, and many enrolled in more than one class. August 
enrollment was 122 students. Children entering first through third 
grades may participate. Eligibility for older youth is determined by 
an inclusive, objective, professional process that considers each 
student’s abilities in academic subjects, high-level thought  
processes, divergent thinking, and creativity.

Lynette Woelfle Steger ’93 was among the first to enroll in the 
Bradley University Institute for Gifted and Talented Youth (BUIGTY), 
and her son Benjamin now participates. Steger, who still has a play 
she wrote in a BUIGTY class, remembers sitting along Main Street 
with her teacher and classmates to count cars based on certain 
parameters for a statistics class. She says, “There’s really not much 
like it. It’s a mini-university program for elementary and junior high 
students. This is a crème de la crème program.”

For the past 25 years, Bradley University has offered summer 
educational opportunities for youth. Dr. Joan Sattler, dean of the 
College of Education and Health Sciences, was involved at the 
program’s inception, when Bradley collaborated on a grant with 
Peoria County schools to create the Peoria County Foreign  
Language Immersion Program. From there, Sattler worked with  
Dr. Steve Permuth, dean of the College of Education at the time,  
to establish a network with school districts to launch the BUIGTY.  
In addition to offering summer programming, the Institute was 
established to offer year-round consulting regarding gifted students. 
“Programming for gifted students is not required, but many schools 
have pull-out programs, and some districts have schools for gifted 
children. We felt this would be a way for Bradley to connect with 
gifted and talented youth in public and parochial schools,”  
Sattler explains. 

Jon C. Neidy, MA ’01, assistant director of Continuing Education,  
has directed BUIGTY’s summer WOW program for the past four 
years, in collaboration with the College of Education and Health 
Sciences. “We stress the classes must be academically challenging 
(at least a year above grade level), fun, and interactive. Students  
are with their intellectual peers, so we’re teaching to the top all  
the time.”

Six Bradley undergraduate teacher education students work with 
the students each summer. Student aide Leila Shamsuddin ’10 says, “I 
have worked at camps before, but never in a gifted program. These 

children have a lot of different behaviors from other children. They 
have strong interests in certain areas, and they need to be listened 
to more than other children because they often feel people don’t 
understand them. Sometimes adults treat them as adults because 
they are gifted intellectually, but they still have to be treated as kids. 
They are sensitive and have needs like all children.”

Jen Olson Bernitt ’95, a substitute teacher at Metamora Grade 
School, has taught in the summer gifted program for 13 years. She 
also served as a student aide for two years. “I like the freedom to be 
able to teach children in a very hands-on, interactive manner. In the 
summer, I feel children should be very active. This allows a lot more 
leeway and creativity for them to explore. We don’t have to sit 
down and test like we do in school.”

She reflects on her time as a student aide as “a great experience 
to watch people teach in different manners. It gave me a head start, 
and I always put it on my resume. I’m very proud to be a part of 
WOW.”

“The socialization aspect is as important as the learning,” 
comments Neidy, adding the WOW program helps gifted children 
feel good about themselves. “Students in this program have an 
absolute joy of learning. It’s totally OK to be smart, and they’re  
with other students who are smart. This allows bright, motivated 
students to have a positive experience on Bradley’s campus at  
an early age.”

Visit bradley.edu/hilltopics for more photos from WOW classes.

Gifted youth program WOWs for 25 years
by nancy ridgeway

Eighth-grader Ian McConnaughay participates in the World of Wonder “Pop Art” class.  
He recalls classes such as Peoria history, Brain Games, philosophy, and many math and 
science classes. The son of Dr. Kelly McConnaughay, professor of biology, and her husband 
Thomas, Ian has attended WOW since he was about 5 years old and says, “It’s engaging. 
There are no grades, we have smaller classes, and it’s fun!”
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Home games listed in white. Men’s home games at Carver Arena.  
Except where noted, women’s home games have been relocated  
from Robertson Memorial Field House to Illinois Central College (ICC) 
in East Peoria until the new athletic performance center on campus  
is completed. Times listed at Central Standard Time and are subject  
to change.

x Denotes exhibition games.
 Denotes College Basketball Experience Classic. November 16 game  
at opponent’s site. Bradley will play Florida Gulf Coast, Richmond,  
and Missouri-Kansas City on November 24, 25, 26 in Fort Myers, Fla.

*	Denotes Missouri Valley Conference game. 
	Denotes Northern Arizona Classic in Flagstaff, Ariz.

11/3	 x Lewis........................................................... 7:05 p.m.
11/9	 x Wisconsin-Platteville.......................... 4:05 p.m.
11/14	 Illinois-Chicago....................................... 7:05 p.m.
11/16	  Florida or Syracuse.................................................TBA
11/24	  College Basketball Experience Classic...................TBA
11/25	  College Basketball Experience Classic...................TBA
11/26	  College Basketball Experience Classic...................TBA
11/29	 East Tennessee State............................... 7:05 p.m.
12/7	 Michigan State.........................................................TBA
12/10	 Butler........................................................... 7:05 p.m.
12/14	 Southeast Missouri State..................... 1:05 p.m.
12/20	 Wisconsin-Milwaukee...................................... 7:05 p.m.
12/23	 Southern Illinois-Edwardsville........ 7:05 p.m.
12/28	 *Southern Illinois................................... 1:05 p.m.
12/31	 *Wichita State................................................. 7:05 p.m.
1/3	 *Missouri State................................................ 7:05 p.m.
1/6	 *Illinois State........................................... 7:05 p.m.
1/10	 *Creighton................................................. 7:05 p.m.
1/13	 *Indiana State..........................................................TBA
1/18	 *Southern Illinois............................................ 6:05 p.m.
1/21	 *Northern Iowa............................................... 7:05 p.m.
1/24	 *Indiana State........................................... 6:05 p.m.
1/28	 *Wichita State........................................... 7:05 p.m.
1/31	 *Illinois State................................................... 7:05 p.m.
2/3	 *Northern Iowa........................................ 7:05 p.m.
2/7	 *Drake............................................................. 7:05 p.m.
2/11	 *Creighton....................................................... 7:35 p.m.
2/14	 *Evansville................................................ 1:05 p.m.
2/17	 *Missouri State......................................... 7:05 p.m.
2/21	 Bracket Busters Game..............................................TBA
2/25	 *Evansville....................................................... 7:05 p.m.
2/28	 *Drake.......................................................... 7:05 p.m.
3/5-8	 MVC Tournament, St. Louis, Mo................................TBA

11/2	 x Lewis (Illinois Central College).............. 7:05 p.m.
11/9	 x Truman STATE (Carver Arena)............. 1:05 p.m.
11/15	 Loyola-chicago (ICC)........................... 2:05 p.m.
11/19	 Eastern Illinois (ICC).......................... 7:05 p.m.
11/22	 Illinois-Chicago........................................... 7:05 p.m.
11/25	 Northern Illinois (ICC)....................... 7:05 p.m.
11/28	  Northern Arizona...................................... 7:35 p.m.
11/29	  UC-Riverside.................................................3:05 p.m.
12/6	 Illinois (United Center)............................... 1:30 p.m.
12/9	 Missouri...................................................... 6:30 p.m.
12/18	 SIU-Edwardsville (ICC)........................ 7:05 p.m.
12/22	 Toledo......................................................... 6:05 p.m.
12/28	 Air Force (Richwoods H.S.)..................... 5:05 p.m.
1/2	 *Wichita State............................................ 7:05 p.m.
1/4	 *Missouri State........................................... 2:05 p.m.
1/9	 *Southern Illinois (ICC)..................... 7:05 p.m.
1/11	 *Evansville (ICC)................................... 2:05 p.m.
1/17	 *Northern Iowa.......................................... 3:05 p.m.
1/23	 *Drake........................................................ 7:35 p.m.
1/25	 *Creighton.................................................. 2:05 p.m.
1/30	 *Illinois State (ICC).............................. 7:05 p.m.
2/1	 *Indiana State (ICC)............................. 2:05 p.m.
2/5	 *Southern Illinois....................................... 7:05 p.m.
2/7	 *Evansville.................................................. 4:05 p.m.
2/14	 *Northern Iowa (ICC).......................... 7:05 p.m.
2/19	 *Creighton (ICC).................................... 7:05 p.m.
2/21	 *Drake (ICC)............................................ 2:05 p.m.
2/26	 *Illinois State.............................................. 7:05 p.m.
3/1	 *Indiana State............................................ 6:05 p.m.
3/5	 *Missouri State (ICC)........................... 7:05 p.m.
3/7	 *Wichita State (ICC).............................. 7:05 p.m.
3/12-15	 MVC Tournament, St. Charles, Mo........................TBA
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BradleyBraves.com Updated daily by Bradley’s sports information staff, the new Web site includes standard schedules, 
rosters, and news, plus biographies of the student-athletes, coaches, and staff. The site features live audio and video streaming of as 
many games as possible. Additional features include: a mobile-friendly site (m.BradleyBraves.com), mobile ringtones, a photo store, 
monthly auctions, desktop wallpapers, and a free weekly video show, “Inside Bradley Athletics.”
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Landscaping in Founder’s Circle was recently redesigned to include roses, Lydia Moss Bradley’s favorite 
flower. This year marks the 100th anniversary of her death. The roses surround the statue of Lydia Moss 
Bradley, erected in the former ODK Circle in 1997 to commemorate Bradley’s Centennial. Red salvia and 
white vinca are part of a red and white scheme that will be updated yearly. Photo by Duane Zehr.




