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The mission of the College of Liberal Arts Sciences is to:

1.	 Provide an environment for students to develop an 
awareness of the great issues facing humanity.

2.	 Encourage students to be imaginative, critical, intel-
lectually curious individuals, who will aspire to life-
long learning.

3.	 Develop career interests and abilities appropriate to 
the needs of the students.

4.	 Foster in students communicative and evaluative 
competencies. Develop self-renewing people in a 
value-centered interdisciplinary, intercultural, and 
humanistic context that puts career goals of students 
into a societal context in ways that will have signifi-
cant impact on contemporary and future society, and 
will bring continuing personal satisfaction to them.

Interdisciplinary Courses
SCI 501   Topics in Investigative Science  
for Educators	3  hrs.
Laboratory-based biological and physical science. Con-
tent developed along interdisciplinary themes. Course 
taught in an inquiry/investigative format, and includes 
application to Pre K-12 classroom settings. Course may be 
repeated under different topic. NOTE: Credit will not be 
given for SCI 501 students who have obtained credit for 
SCI 101 under the same theme. Registration is not open to 
undergraduate or graduate students enrolled in a natural 
science degree program. Prerequisites: Concurrent enroll-
ment in ETE 550.
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Minimum prerequisites for admission to the graduate pro-
gram in biology are: 16 semester hours of biology beyond 
freshman biology, one semester of organic chemistry, one 
semester of physics, one semester of calculus, GPA above 
3.0, and a sum of the GRE verbal and quantitative sections 
above 1000.

A student desiring a Master of Science in biology will 
need to complete 32 semester hours of graduate work. A 
minimum of 26 hours will be biology; the remaining hours 
may include cognate courses (e.g., in education, psychol-
ogy, or computer science) approved by the graduate 
coordinator. Of the total 32 hours, sixteen hours must be 
classroom courses (i.e., non-independent study) and twelve 
hours must be taken at the 600 level. The graduate coordi-
nator must approve the entire course of study. 

The student must pass a comprehensive oral exam 
covering any aspect of biology, with an emphasis on the 
graduate classes taken by the student and the student’s 
field of study. The oral comprehensive exam must be 
passed during the semester immediately following com-
pletion of 24 graduate semester hours. Oral comprehen-
sive exams will be offered during a one-week period in 
each of the spring and fall semesters.

All biology graduate students must complete an inde-
pendent research thesis and enroll in six hours of thesis (BIO 
699). In the student’s first year, a committee of three mem-
bers of the graduate faculty (including the thesis advisor) 
will be chosen in consultation with the graduate coordina-
tor. A majority of committee members must be from the 
faculty of the department of Biology at Bradley University. 
This committee will advise the student in his or her thesis 
research. Within three semesters following enrollment in 
the graduate program (or prior to completion of 18 semes-
ter hours), the student must submit a thesis proposal to his 
or her thesis committee. The student will be permitted to 
enroll in BIO 699 (thesis) only upon written acceptance of 
the proposal by the thesis committee. Upon completion of 
the thesis, a student will present a departmental seminar. 
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