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STUDENTS SAY “. . .”
Academics
“A medium-sized school with the personality of a large “state” Division I
school” for many students, Bradley boasts the affordability of an in-state edu-
cation with “the prestige and community” of a small-school atmosphere due
to its “intimate class settings” and “devoted professors.” Often noted for its
“great nursing program,” Bradley and its academic offerings are united by
“passion, tradition, and a striving for consistent improvement and excellence.”
With a focus on providing students with “everything they need to be success-
ful out in the ‘real world,’” Bradley is “great at making students feel welcome”
while providing alums with “lessons to build upon for a lifetime.” “Bradley is
all about teaching the individual student” and “developing one’s intellect for
what comes next.” Students are often drawn to Bradley for its “job placement,
good facilities, diverse areas of study, student/teacher relationships, and class
sizes.” Professors are “very knowledgeable and have a vested interest in every
student’s learning.” Many students champion the school’s new president and
administration for the scope of their vision as well as their renewed commit-
ment to soliciting student opinion. President Glasser “makes an excellent role
model for young women.” She is “very in tune” and “makes [students] her
number 1 priority.” 

Life
Life at Bradley provides “the resources of a large university with the familiarity
that comes from a small liberal arts school.” With a student body of approxi-
mately 5,000, “Bradley has a wide variety of students. If you need study partners
we have those; if you want to party on Friday night, we have those students; if
you want to stay in and watch a movie, we have plenty of those. You can easily
find someone with the same interests.” “Bradley is all about community.” As one
student says, Bradley provides a “‘salad bowl’ environment because people
from all backgrounds generally get along.” Due to “the variety of campus clubs,
activities, and organizations,” “everyone finds a niche.” “Almost everyone on
campus is associated with some sort of Greek organization or athletic team.
Spending time with the group of friends that each person develops is the most
common idea of fun.” When it comes to facilities, though students remark that
“the library needs to be updated with more and better computers,” the recre-
ation center is the “beauty of the campus” and “offers hundreds of activities to
join.” “The new Markin Fitness Center is very popular.” 

Student Body
When it comes to describing the typical Bradley student, one shoe does not fit
all. Benefiting from its size and diversity, there is a “huge variety in student
types at Bradley,” including “some students from big city suburbs [and] some
from small farm towns, with the income base varying greatly no matter where
they came from.” The “typical student is intelligent, but yet very sociable and
easy to get along with,” and “involved in at least one outside organization.”
Though variety seems to be the norm, others note that in general “there are
two types [of students]: The suburban type—usually from St. Louis or
Chicago. This type is more trendy and into the latest fads and such. Then there
is the small-town type. These tend to be very interesting people who are laid-
back yet conservative.”

CAMPUS LIFE
Quality of Life Rating 70
Fire Safety Rating 73
Green Rating 60*
Type of school private
Environment city

STUDENTS
Total undergrad enrollment 5,064
% male/female 46/54
% from out of state 11
% live on campus 68
% in (# of) fraternities 33 (16)
% in (# of) sororities 27 (11)
% African American 7
% Asian 4
% Caucasian 83
% Hispanic 3
% international 1
# of countries represented 30

SURVEY SAYS . . .
Athletic facilities are great

Students are friendly
Low cost of living

Frats and sororities dominate social
scene

(Almost) no one smokes
Very little drug use

ACADEMICS
Academic Rating 69
Calendar semester
Student/faculty ratio 13:1
Profs interesting rating 69
Profs accessible rating 77
Most common 

reg class size 20–29 students

MOST POPULAR MAJORS
mechanical engineering

nursing/registered nurse (RN, ASN,
BSN, MSN)

organizational communication 
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THE PRINCETON REVIEW SAYS
Admissions
Very important factors considered include: Academic GPA, rigor of secondary
school record. Important factors considered include: Class rank, standardized test
scores. Other factors considered include: Application essay, recommendation(s),
alumni/ae relation, character/personal qualities, extracurricular activities, geo-
graphical residence, interview, level of applicant’s interest, racial/ethnic status,
talent/ability, volunteer work, work experience. SAT or ACT required. TOEFL
required of all international applicants. High school diploma is required and
GED is accepted. Academic units required: 4 English, 3 mathematics, 2 science (2
science labs), 2 social studies. Academic units recommended: 5 English, 4 mathe-
matics, 3 science (3 science labs), 2 foreign language, 3 social studies, 2 history.

Financial Aid
Students should submit: FAFSA. The Princeton Review suggests that all financial
aid forms be submitted as soon as possible after 1/1. Need-based
scholarships/grants offered: Federal Pell, SEOG, state scholarships/grants, pri-
vate scholarships, the school’s own gift aid. Loan aid offered: Direct Subsidized
Stafford, Direct Unsubsidized Stafford, Direct PLUS, FFEL PLUS, Federal
Perkins, federal nursing scholarships. Federal Work-Study Program available.

The Inside Word
With much regional appeal, the vast majority of students at Bradley originate
from Illinois. With an active eye toward broadening the student body’s geo-
graphic demographics, the school presents an opportunity for out-of-staters
seeking to attend an excellent university without having to endure the gruel-
ing admissions process of many private universities. Above-average students
should find that gaining admission here is a relatively painless experience.

THE SCHOOL SAYS “. . .”
From The Admissions Office
“Unlike many smaller private colleges, Bradley offers the academic variety of
more than 100 undergraduate and 30 graduate programs of study. In addition to
the traditional liberal arts and sciences, academic programs include business,
communications, education, engineering, fine and performing arts, and health
sciences. Unique programs include entrepreneurship, multimedia, and a doctor-
ate program in physical therapy. While students have the academic choices of a
larger university, they also have the guidance and mentoring of faculty. Unlike
many larger institutions, the Bradley academic experience happens in faculty-
taught classes that average just 23 students. One-on-one interaction with pro-
fessionals is the expectation at Bradley.
“Beyond a great academic experience, what really makes Bradley exceptional
is campus life. Bradley students are involved in more than 220 student organ-
izations, including more than 50 dedicated to student leadership and commu-
nity service. Integration of career development is central to the Bradley experi-
ence. One measurable outcome of this career development integration is that 96
percent of graduates begin work, graduate school, or other postgraduate experi-
ences within 6 months of graduation.
“The Peoria area is the largest metropolitan region in Illinois south of Chicago
and is home to more than 360,000 residents. The sizeable city provides ample
opportunities for internships, practicums, cooperative education, and volun-
teer experiences.
“In summary, the Bradley experience is unlike most other universities. A Bradley
student will experience a blend of quality academics, focused career preparation,
extensive activities, and leadership opportunities.
“Bradley requires freshman applicants to submit scores from the SAT or the
ACT, with or without the Writing component.”

SELECTIVITY
Admissions Rating 79
# of applicants 5,932
% of applicants accepted 64
% of acceptees attending 27
# accepting a place on wait list 42
% admitted from wait list 50

FRESHMAN PROFILE
Range SAT Critical Reading 500–630
Range SAT Math 520–650
Range ACT Composite 22–27
Minimum paper TOEFL 530
Minimum computer TOEFL 197
% graduated top 10% of class 29
% graduated top 25% of class 65
% graduated top 50% of class 92

DEADLINES
Regular

Priority 3/1
Notification rolling

Nonfall registration? yes
APPLICANTS ALSO LOOK AT 

AND OFTEN PREFER
Purdue University—West Lafayette

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Loyola University of Chicago
AND SOMETIMES PREFER

Marquette University
DePaul University

University of Illinois at Chicago
AND RARELY PREFER

Southern Illinois University—Edwardsville
Illinois State University

Northern Illinois University

FINANCIAL FACTS
Financial Aid Rating 72
Annual tuition $22,600
Room and board $7,350
% frosh rec. need-based

scholarship or grant aid 64
% UG rec. need-based

scholarship or grant aid 68
% frosh rec. non-need-based

scholarship or grant aid 11
% UG rec. non-need-based

scholarship or grant aid 8
% frosh rec. need-based

self-help aid 51
% UG rec. need-based

self-help aid 55
% frosh rec. athletic scholarships 2
% UG rec. athletic scholarships 2
% frosh rec. any financial aid 98
% UG rec. any financial aid 93
Average cumulative 

indebtedness $18,398




