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OLLI ORIGINALS
Each of our OLLI Originals is designed to offer our 
members extra learning experiences that accommodate 
large groups, with costs offset in part through generous 
donations from our members and our quarterly 
membership fees. 

1. OLLI Lunch and Learn  
Eureka Crime Lab
Wednesday, March 25 
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
Peoria Riverfront Museum
110 seats available
Because our recent learning trips had hundreds on the 
waiting list, we’ve brought the man behind the Eureka 
Crime Lab to Peoria for this OLLI Lunch and Learn.  Dr. 
William Lally, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice 
at Eureka College, teaches and researches multiple areas 
of the criminal justice system, including crime scene 
management, policing, investigations, terrorism/counter-
terrorism, and more.  He will discuss the college’s crime 
scene house and forensic lab, where students learn some 
of the techniques used in today’s crime labs.  Come learn 
what so many of our trip participants have experienced! 
$15 – includes presentation, lunch, and drinks.  
Transportation not provided – meet us there!

You’ll Love
Study

Group #16

2 . OLLI Authors Talk
Tuesday, March 31
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
60 seats available
Introducing our newest event, OLLI Authors Talk, where 
we present a showcase of local talent in a wide range of 
genres, who are enthused to share their works with OLLI.  
We’ll learn a little about each author’s work, their writing 
journeys, the charms and challenges of being a published 
author, and have an opportunity for questions with each 
author.  At the end of the presentations, each author will 
have their books available to sign and sell.  These fun 
gatherings are a great opportunity to meet new people and 
have a chance to support our local authors. You shop local, 
you eat local, but are you reading local, too?  If you’re not, 
you’re missing out! 
$5 – includes coffee, scones, and presentation.  
Transportation not included – meet us there!

Jacqueline Gillam Fairchild has authored cozy fiction 
books that feature escapes to countryside settings, or 
women wanting to start over.  At the heart of Jacqueline’s 
writing is the belief we all want a life that is just a little bit 
prettier and maybe a little bit magical.  Her titles include: 
Estate of Mind, Charmed Memories, Make Me Over, 
Greater Expectations, and more.  Jacqueline is owner of 
Her Majesty’s English Tea Room in Dunlap. 

Mary Ardapple Dierker is the author of These Hands 
of Mine:  Reflections of a Retired Sugar Peddler on 
Life Fulfilled, a transformational essay on how one 
woman’s hands holds the gifts for life fulfilled.  The story 
shares anecdotal experiences as a retired sugar peddler 
(professional baker) evolved from a thriving restaurateur 
and community advocate to a midlife athlete, certified 
health coach, local food advocate, and yoga instructor 
on her esoteric quest to experience life with fulfillment.  
Each chapter includes a recipe and baking tips from the 
author’s professional baking experience.  Mary is the 
former owner of Apple’s Bakery and now a health coach 
and yoga instructor.

Bridget Nelan authored God’s Handprints: A Story of 
Faith, Hope, and Love in 2017.  This inspirational true story 
is about a woman who reunites with the twins she placed 
for adoption, and is a beautiful story of love, forgiveness, 
and sacrifice.  Her latest book, The Fearless Foursome: A 
Summer to Remember, is a young adult novel that follows 
the exploits of a group of friends during summer break.  
Bridget became a freelance writer after 15 years in the 
financial services industry.  In addition to the two books, she 
has written dozens of articles for various publications.  She 
resides in Germantown Hills with her family. 

Former Continuing Education Executive Director 
Janet Lange worked on OLLI tasks right up until her last 
day of retirement!
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3.	First	Reformed
Peoria Riverfront Museum 
222 SW Washington St, Peoria
Friday, March 13
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
180 seats available
OLLI, in partnership with Peoria Riverfront Museum, 
will present a special screening of First Reformed, a 2017 
film starring Ethan Hawke as the pastor of a small church 
in upstate New York who spirals out of control after a 
soul-shaking encounter with an unstable environmental 
activist.  Pastor Bill Dohle Jr., frequent OLLI instructor 
and facilitator and pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church 
since 2011, will lead a short pre-film presentation to 
share his experiences on the pressures a pastor faces.  
Complimentary popcorn and soda will be provided.  Join 
us for a movie on the Riverfront Museum’s Giant Screen!  
$5 – includes moderated discussion, film screening, 
popcorn, and soda. Transportation not provided – meet us 
there! 

4 . After Hours at The Fox Pub
7800 N . Sommer, Peoria 
Tuesday,  April 14
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
55 seats available
This spring our OLLI After Hours will be hosted Matt 
Rixner, owner of The Fox Pub.  Unwind as we enjoy 
appetizers, drinks, and a presentation by Matt and his wife 
Cortney.  They’ll share their story of The Fox Pub, founded 
in 2009, and how it continues to be a true family business 
with a charming local English pub atmosphere.  It’s your 
chance to socialize after hours with friends new and old. 
$20 – includes appetizers, two drink tickets, and 
presentation.  Transportation not included – meet us there! 

5 . The	Seasons	of	Change	on	Henry’s	Farm
Peoria Riverfront Museum
222 SW Washington St, Peoria
Tuesday,  April 21
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
180 seats available
OLLI, in partnership with Peoria Riverfront Museum, 
will present a special screening of The Seasons of Change 
on Henry’s Farm, which chronicles the life of Henry 
Brockman (who has run an organic vegetable farm in 
Central Illinois for 25 years) as he spends a “fallow
year” with his wife in Japan.  But things don’t turn out 
as planned, and Henry must grapple with the future of 
farming in a changing climate on personal, generational, 
and global levels.  Our guest speaker will be Terra 
Brockman, author of The Seasons on Henry’s Farm. 
She will provide insights into what sustainable family 
farming really looks like, from the perspective of a fourth 
generation central Illinois farm family.  The film explores 

how biodiversity, adaptability, and resilience are key to 
survival in an ever more unpredictable future, an important 
message as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day 
on April 22.  Complimentary popcorn and soda will be 
provided. 
$5 – includes moderated discussion, film screening, 
popcorn, and soda. Transportation not provided – meet us 
there!

6 . BU Theatre:  Midsummer	Night’s	Dream 
Thursday, April 30 5:15 – 10:30 p.m.
45 seats available 
Once again, we’ve secured some of the best seats 
in the house for a Bradley University production of 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  We’ll enjoy 
one of the most transcendent plays of all time from director 
Dan Matisa:  passionate young lovers lost in an Athenian 
forest; mistaken identity and colossal practical jokes; 
Faerie royalty and the side-splitting Mechanicals (the 
original community theater troupe); and, of course, Robin 
Goodfellow, aka Puck, presiding over the joy and mayhem.  
Scott Kanoff, Artist-in-Residence and Department Chair 
of Theatre Arts at Bradley, will present a pre-show talk to 
enrich our understanding of Bradley’s theater program and 
the preparation leading up to the night of production.  Our 
evening will include dinner in the Founders’ Room of the 
Hartmann Center for the Arts, located just upstairs from 
the theatre.
$55 – includes presentation, dinner, and tickets to the 
performance.  Transportation not provided – meet us there!  
Parking will be available in any blue- or white-lined space 
on campus.

7 . 400th Anniversary: 
The Pilgrim’s Path to America  
This once-in-a-lifetime outing is 
designed to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of the landing of the Mayflower and the 
establishment of the first English colony in Massachusetts 
in 1620.  Join OLLI on this unique private charter, from 
September 27 – October 2, 2020.  We’ll travel to Boston, 
a city of living history like no other, and continue to 
historic Plymouth and Provincetown.  Along the way you 
will meet Pilgrims, Puritans, Patriots, and Wampanoag 
tribe members.  Explore American history, culture, and 
traditions as you never have before!  We will hold an 
informational meeting with a more detailed itinerary and 
pricing on Tuesday, February 25 at 9:00 a.m. at Peoria 
Next Innovation Center, 801, W Main, Peoria.  

Please check the box on page 42 to RSVP for the meeting.  

You’ll Love
Class #40
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